
 All 6,7, and 8th 

graders are welcome to at-

tend project citizen each 

year. Now, what is it? Pro-

ject citizen is where you can 

either work in a group or 

alone to create an idea for 

a law.  

 Once you have cre-

ated an idea for a law you 

create a poster filled with 

reasons why this should 

become a law. Once all that 

is done you will get to dress 

up and go to the Minnesota 

capitol  to present your idea 

to real governors and if they 

really like your idea they 

could make it into a real 

law! Some of the people 

who went last year talked to 

us about what they 

thought about the pro-

cess. Here’s what last 

year’s participants had to 

say about the experience:  

 

"What was your favorite 

part?" 

"I liked being with my 

friends" 

-Chisom (8th grader) 

 

"What was scary at the 

capitol?" 

"The people we presented 

to." 

-Mairin (8th Grader) 

 

"What was the winning 

idea? and how did you 

come up with it?" 

"Gun control. After the 

Connecticut school shoot-

ing we wanted to make it 

a more complicated pro-

cess to get guns 

(Background checks)." 

-Addison (7th grader and 

first place winner) 

 Project Citizen 

usually starts in February 

each year. Current 6th 

and 7th graders who are 

interested in knowing 

more for next year can 

talk to Ms. Marget, who 

helps organize and run 

Project Citizen at 

Skyview. 

Project Citizen 
By Lauren Shipman 

Hawk Talk 

I n d e p e n d e n t  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t  # 6 2 2  

People are living 

in poverty every day, 

unable to care for them-

selves or their families. 

Over 46 million people 

are living in poverty in 

the USA, while other 

people are getting above 

and beyond the poverty 

line. The poverty level is 

$11,670 per year at the 

very least, for one per-

son. For a family of four 

however, the minimum 

wage per year is $23,850. 

People should stop worry-

ing about what shoes they 

are going to wear, when 

15% of Americans can’t 

afford shoes! Most Ameri-

cans ignore this serious 

problem, but not everyone. 

Some people in Chicago, 

Illinois are making a differ-

ence. They started a web-

site to help schools in Chi-
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Poverty Problem  By Bridgett Young 

cago get the supplies they 

need. Some of this includes 

books, hand soap, pencils 

and pens, and so much 

more! Skyview may be able 

to help these less-fortunate 

schools, 

so stay 

tuned 

for more 

infor-

mation. 

Do YOU know of some-

thing newsworthy that 

should be in Hawk 

Talk? Are you part of a 

school club or team 

and want to be fea-

tured in an article? Do 

you know any students 

doing something spec-

tacular or inspiration-

al? Let us write about 

it! Speak to one of our 

newspaper staff mem-

bers or contact Ms. 

Hunt in room 235. 



If you ever 

find yourself 

in an embar-

rassing mo-

ment, one of 

the best 

things to do 

is to laugh it 

off. Then it 

seems like you planned it all or 

that you have a good sense of hu-

mor.  

 Be aware that these short 

stories are true but may have been 

changed a little to hide the identi-

ties of the people who these things 

have happened to. These stories 

are from students and from staff at 

Skyview Middle School. 

 

1) One year, I was sitting at my 

lunch table. I stood up to throw my 

tray away and all of a sudden, a 

girl I didn’t know walked up to me 

with a bottle of water. She dumped 

most of it on my head and it cov-

ered my hair and my shirt. Then 

the girl’s friend took a picture of 

me and now I don’t know what 

happened to the picture. 

 

2) After school one day, me and 

my mom went grocery shopping. 

I thought she was behind me so I 

started piling stuff into her cart. 

Then I turned around and real-

ized that the cart belonged to 

someone I didn’t know.    

 

3) At one of my mom’s softball 

games, my whole family went. It 

was a tournament and my dad 

had given me some food tickets 

to go buy food. After I had eaten, 

I saw my dad talking to someone 

and so I went up to him and gave 

him a hug. Then the person 

turned around and it was one of 

my dad’s friends. I just kind of 

walked away and blushed. 

 

4)  When I was younger, in the 

summer, I and my dad had decid-

ed to go to the library. On the 

way there, my dad and I got into 

a car crash. On the first day of 

school, I noticed the teacher was 

familiar. Then I realized that my 

teacher was the other person 

involved in the accident. 

 

5) In first grade, I noticed that 

everyone gave me looks one 

day. Kids would crinkle their 

nose when they walked by me. I 

didn’t really acknowledge it until 

I got home and my mom asked 

me if I peed my pants. I looked 

down and I did! 

 

6) When I was in third grade, I 

had a crush on a girl. At recess, I 

went on the monkey bars and on 

the swings. I saw the girl I liked 

and I went to talk to her and 

right as I started to say some-

thing to her I gagged. She 

backed away and I kept on gag-

ging. I almost threw up on her! I 

ran into the school and into the 

bathroom and threw up. My 

crush wouldn’t talk to me after 

that. 

 

 

Funny, Awkward and Embarrassing 

Moments    By Katelyn Krummel 
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I interviewed Mr. Slavin 

and here’s what I discovered. 

He likes to go hunting and 

coach his daughters in softball. 

At school he likes to greet stu-

dents in the morning, support-

ing teachers during the day 

and attending meetings in the 

afternoon. Also he likes to 

meet new students and new 

staff.  

He loves everything 

about this school! Also he loves 

his coworkers and employees! 

He also LOVES afternoon naps. 

He also loves how everybody is 

different from one another. 

He has rocks in his office, 

and they mean the world to 

him. His coworker at his old 

school gave him a rock for a 

big event that has happened 

in his life.  

He is also married 

and has 3 children. He has 

been married for 18 years. 

He is 42 years old. His old 

schools that he worked at 

include Skyview Elementary, 

Carver Elementary and Rich-

ardson Elementary. His dis-

likes are how loud the 7th 

grade is and also running in 

the hall and when people are 

unhappy.  

After teaching for 10 

years he realized that it was 

his goal to become a princi-

pal. His strengths are he’s 

organized, honest, and 

friendly. His weaknesses are 

that he’s bossy, not the best 

listener, and new to middle 

school.  

An Interview with Mr. Slavin 
By Austin Bofferding 
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 Mr. Thompson is 

a 6th   and 7th grade sci-

ence teacher. He makes 

everybody laugh even if 

he doesn’t try to. When 

people think of him, they 

think that he is a great 

and funny teacher. 

      

Did you have a scientist 

as a role model when 

you were growing up? 

 Yes I admired my 

7th grade teacher and 

people who ask their 

own questions and solve 

them, like the Myth 

Busters 

Was a teacher your 

first choice of job?   

 No, marine bi-

ologist was what I 

wanted to be. But 

there is no ocean in 

MN. 

 

Did you have any trou-

ble getting into col-

lege? 

  I didn’t have 

good enough grades 

to get into college so it 

was a struggle.  

 

Meet Mr. Thompson 
By Makayla Ross 

 

Capricorn (Dec. 22- Jan. 19): You will find  unex-

pected riches. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20- Feb. 19): You will come up 

with a brilliant idea that everyone will respect 

and love. 

Pisces (Feb. 20- Mar. 20): You will feel new val-

ues in yourself. 

Aries (Mar. 21- Apr. 19): You will win a debate, 

and help people see your side of the story. 

Taurus (Apr. 20- May 20): You will feel a burst of 

optimism and energy. 

Gemini (May 21- June 20): You will make an 

unexpected choice that will improve your 

health. 

Cancer (June 21- July 22): You will make the 

right choice in a tough decision. 

Leo (July 23- Aug. 22): You will be very concen-

trated and focused in the near future. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sep. 22): You will prove yourself 

greatly in a physical activity. 

Libra (Sep. 23- Oct. 23): You will complete a 

creative project. 

Scorpio (Oct. 24- Nov. 22): You will take a path 

no one else dares to take. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 23- Dec. 21): Your plans will 

fall unexpectedly into place. 

Horoscopes 
By: Sarah Mazzarese and Bridgett Young 

Delirium Book Review 

By Alyssa Miller  

Imagine, a world 

where you’ve grown up 

being taught that love is 

a lie.  Your name is Mag-

delena, or Lena, your 

best friend is named 

Hana.  She’s a trouble-

maker, and you’re the 

goody-two-shoes, yet you 

couldn’t survive without 

her! At least, that’s what 

you think at the time.  

What would you do if you 

stumbled in on Hana 

making unlawful choic-

es?  Would you keep qui-

et, join her, or report 

your best friend?  It’s a 

hard choice and Lena 

doesn’t know what to do.  

Now picture this, what if 

she met someone who 

piqued her interest? What 

if, say, this person, con-

vinced her that the things 

she’s been told her whole 

life are lies?  Is she going 

to believe them?  What 

should she do?  What 

would you do in this situa-

tion?  This is just the be-

ginning of the drama.  

Wondering what else hap-

pens?  Check out Deliri-

um, and the 2 other 

books in 

this won-

derful at-

tention 

grabbing 

trilogy, by 

Lauren 

Oliver! 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=delirium&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=SyWWAK3M9nqHkM&tbnid=zxATifGsCOQk0M:&ved=0CAYQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.goodreads.com%2Fbook%2Fshow%2F11614718-delirium&ei=l1ArU5iuO837rAHF5YGADQ&bvm=bv.62922401,d.aWM&


 

 What exactly is a hash 

tag? For those of you who don’t 

know, the hash tag (#) is a so-

cial networking symbol for cate-

gorizing topics.  

 It’s an easy way to track 

and find topics. If you were to 

type in a specific word or 

phrase, like 

#WhatDoesTheFoxSay, it would 

come up with many different 

results related to that topic.  

 The origin of the hash 

tag started in 2007 when devel-

oper Chris Messina proposed in 

a tweet that they start using 

the # symbol to categorize 

tweets. They originally op-

posed the idea but in early Oc-

tober journalists starting using 

the idea to show what they 

were tweeting about.  

 As time progressed, 

other social networking sights 

started using the hash tag sys-

tem too. As you can see, a 

hash tag is for not only for fun, 

but for organizing purposes 

too.  

#What’sAHashtag?  
By Matthew Mortensen 
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   When I interviewed Mr. 

Zieske, the wrestling coach at 

Skyview, he said that the sea-

son was super crazy. Why? It 

was crazy because their mat 

hoist broke and they had to 

cancel a week of practice. It 

was also crazy because there 

was a bus accident on the 

way to a match. 

 

   Something Mr. Zieske is 

looking forward to next year 

is having a bigger, more expe-

rienced team. He said that he 

had a very young team that 

included a lot of sixth grad-

ers.  

 

  The team practiced every-

day except Wednesdays. 

They practiced from 2:30 to 

4:30. There was an overlap 

of wrestling and basketball 

which made the team lose 

some wrestlers. Two strong 

wrestlers this year, according 

Skyview’s Wrestling Season 
By Gwen Vandeberg 

to Mr. Zieske, were Phillip 

Asiago and Parker Willis. 

  

   Wrestling is a good sport 

to be in because it teaches 

you self discipline. It teaches 

you good work ethic. Lastly, 

wrestling is good to be in 

because it keeps you fit and 

you might find some new 

friends that wrestle also.     

 The wrestlers this 

year were: Cade Iverson, Er-

ic Delancy, Ryan Deshane, 

Kevion Johnson, Jalen How-

ard, Rowan Oxenfield, Cory 

Koehn, Cade Mcgill, Gavin 

Gushel, Parker Willis, 

Shaquille Young, Isaiah 

White, Twamar Furgeson, 

Bemba Turay, Andrew John-

son, Phillip Asiago, Michael 

Lundgren and Brandon 

Floyd. Good job everyone 

that was on the wrestling 

team!  

 

 

 

What’s up with 

Flappy Bird? 
By: Sarah Mazzarese 

 As many students 

might know, Flappy Bird is a 

free app that used to be 

available on the app store.  

In the game, the concept is 

to keep the bird “flying” by 

tapping the screen.    

 You can make the 

bird go higher or lower 

through the pipes/tubes so 

the bird doesn’t fall.  Also, 

Flappy Bird is no longer 

available for download on 

the app store.   

 Yet, many questions 

were raised when the owner 

took the game down, such 

as why? Or, will it ever come 

back?  As for the why, many 

suggestions were made say-

ing that the green tubes in 

the game, were too similar 

to the green tubes in Super 

Mario games.   

 It’s not certain if Flap-

py Bird will return, but peo-

ple still can play the game.  

If you’ve downloaded Flappy 

Bird before it was taken 

down, you will still be able to 

play it.   
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What has been your high-

light of the season? 

Making new friends and 

improving my skills. 

 

So how do you feel you did 

this year? 

I feel like I really improved 

from the beginning of the 

year. 

 

Do you have any advice for 

the 6th graders who are 

thinking about signing up 

next year? 

To not to be afraid to sign 

up and try you’re hardest 

and if it is not your thing in 

7th grade you do not have 

to do it in 8th grade. 

Why did you sign up for 

basketball? 

Because I love the sport, 

it’s really fun and enter-

taining and you really 

improve during the sea-

son. 

Are you sad the season 

is over, why? 

Yah, I’m disappointed 

 

Interview with 7th Grade Basketball 

Player Abbey Tiffany by Carlie Tvedt 

tion. Their one fault with 

the book; it ends in the 

middle of a sentence, Ha-

zel needs answers. She 

demands Augustus to 

read the book, and he 

agrees the ending sucks. 

They need to know what 

happens.  Now, be-

ing a cancer patient they 

get wishes from the wish 

factory. They want to go to 

Amsterdam to meet the 

author to see what the 

heck happens, but Hazel 

already spent her wish. 

Augustus gives 

her his wish without hesi-

tation. So, off they go to 

Amsterdam to meet with 

who they think is the best 

author ever. They get 

there and meet him and 

he is not quite what they 

expected. 

You will laugh 

hysterically and cry even 

more. You will enjoy this 

book cover to cover. If 

you like this book check 

out Looking For Alaska. 

Also by John Green. 

Hazel is 16. She has can-

cer. Terminal cancer. Life 

to her kind of sucks. 

 Life for her is pretty 

normal, for a girl who has 

cancer. You know sit 

around and try not to die. 

Until one day, Augustus 

waters walks into her life 

and its pretty much love at 

first sight. You know look 

across the room, and you 

know that’s” the one”. 

That’s how it is for them. 

  Augustus jumps 

right into the romantic rela-

tionship thing. But Hazel is 

a little scared at  first. But 

she gets to know him a 

little more, and she lets 

him be him (all romantic). 

Hazel loves a book 

called An Imperial afflic-

“You will laugh 

hysterically and cry 

even more. You will 

enjoy this book 

cover to cover.” 

because I liked staying 

after school and play-

ing my favorite sport 

with friends and hav-

ing a good time at 

games. 

 

If you could describe 

your season with eve-

ryone on your team 

and your coach, how 

would you? 

I think everybody is a 

good sport and my 

coach really worked 

hard to teach us the 

skills he knows and 

was there for us all 

when we needed it. 

The Fault in Our Stars Review  

By Monica Robinson 



 

Dear Likable Lover, 

First of all, people shouldn’t be mak-

ing fun of you because of your inter-

ests. If it’s your friends that are mak-

ing fun of you, they aren’t your 

friends. If its other people, try stand-

ing up to them, or tell a teacher that 

your being bullied. 

 

Dear Hawks, 

I’m having trouble with one of my 

classes, and I think I might need a 

tutor. Do you think I should get one? 

If so, how do I do it? 

 

~Tutor Troubles 

Dear Tutor Troubles, 

If you don’t want to get a tutor, but 

want to improve your grade, you have 

a few options. First, you could study 

for big tests or projects. Second, you 

can section out times of the day to do 

homework or study for that certain 

class. If you would prefer a tutor, ask 

Dear Hawks, 

I seem to always have projects 

where we have to have partners, 

but I usually have trouble finding 

one, because I don’t have any 

friends in some of my classes. How 

do I get a partner? 

~Project Partners 

 

Dear Project Partners, 

You can’t change who’s in your 

classes, but you could try being 

friendlier to some of the people in 

your class. You can try to get to 

know people better, and maybe 

you’ll make a few friends along the 

way! 

~Hawks 

 

Dear Hawks, 

I like some things that nobody else 

likes, and people make fun of me 

for it. What should I do?  

~Likable Lover 

one of your friends whose good in 

the class to tutor you, or ask 

someone in your class that you 

feel comfortable tutoring you. 

~Hawks  

 

Dear Hawks, 

Today people are always judging 

others by the clothes they are 

wearing or their hairstyle. I don’t 

worry about any of that, but peo-

ple still judge me. How do I get it 

to stop? 

~Cool Clothes 

 

Dear Cool Clothes, 

People shouldn’t be judging you 

about how you look. You are your 

own unique individual, and you 

shouldn’t change how you are to 

impress other people. If bullies 

become a problem, tell an adult, 

they should be able to help. 

~Hawks 

Cyber Bullying by Kaleb Miller 

 

One thing that’s large 

in our culture is the internet -

-in less general terms, social 

media. It has many pros and 

cons. Like, for example, it 

can suck your free time away 

like a vampire in a blood 

bank. Or, if used responsibly, 

it can help you communicate 

with other people no matter 

how far away they are. 

The problem is that 

there is an unavoidable thing 

on the internet- cyber bully-

ing. No matter the website or 

topic, there is always some 

jerk who thinks it’s funny to 

pick on someone. If you get 

cyber bullied, don’t fight 

back. It shows you’re the big-

ger man (or woman). Tell an 

adult, who can help you deal 

with the problem safely. 

Don’t feel like you need to 

put up with cyber bullying. 

The sooner an adult knows 

what’s going on, the sooner 

action can be taken. 

Most importantly, 

don’t be the bully. Two rea-

sons why: 1) The other per-

son probably doesn’t think 

it’s as funny as you do and 

you could hurt someone 

deeper than you realize and 

2) People can screenshot it 

and tell a teacher/parent/

whatever. It may be funny the 

first ten minutes, but once you 

get caught, there will be seri-

ous consequences.   

Also, that one picture 

or message you post about 

someone else might have a 

lasting, damaging impact. This 

may be a generic “don’t bully” 

message, but really, Cyber bul-

lying is just as bad if you were 

doing it in person. If we know 

it’s wrong and uncomfortable 

to say to someone’s face, why 

do we 

think it’s 

okay to 

do it 

online?  

Ask the Hawks 
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