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September 4, 2020 

 

On behalf of our District 622 Administration and School Board, I would like to thank you for your 
email, and would like to share some information related to public school services provided for 
non-public schools. Hopefully, this message will provide some clarity to your questions. 

Transportation: Current Law 

Under current law, District 622 is obligated to provide specific services to non-public schools 
within our boundaries. These services include Special Education, Health, Guidance and 
Counseling, Title I, and Transportation.  

Regarding transportation, under current law, public school districts in Minnesota “are required to 
transport non-public school students within the district on days that the district is providing in-
person instruction (whether fully in-person or in a hybrid schedule) and is transporting public 
school students to and from school. The routes and times are scheduled at the district’s 
discretion”.  

Transportation: Not fully funded 

Because state transportation funding does not cover the full cost of transportation, we need to 
be as efficient as possible. In District 622, we run four tiers of busing in an effort to maximize 
efficiencies. Last year District 622 received approximately $210,000 in non-public transportation 
aid that was solely directed to offset the cost of transporting our non-public partners. Even with 
integrating the non-public students into our existing schedules, non-public busing added 
$400,000 to district transportation costs. The additional $190,000 was paid for by District 622.  

Per state law, District 622 is busing non-public students in accordance with our hybrid schedule 
and busing tiers. Part of the challenge that has emerged this fall is that public schools must 
follow state guidelines for re-opening (based on COVID data by county). Staffing challenges are 
also a piece of our puzzle for re-opening due to medical leaves and accommodations.  

Because private schools can bring students back to school full-time, several non-public parents 
have reached out to us with concerns that we have not created a separate tier of busing for their 
students. Unfortunately, we do not have extra funds to further subsidize private school 
transportation.  

Budget Concerns 

It has been suggested that we cover additional transportation costs above what is required by 
law. The funds to do this would come out of funds that have been provided for the education of 
622 students in our public schools. There are several reasons why we are not willing to do this. 



 

 

 
2520 East 12th Avenue | North St. Paul, MN 55109 | 651.748.7411 | 651.748.7413 (fax) | www.isd622.org 

 Public school enrollment in District 622 (and across the metro) has declined this fall.  

This decline, combined with the economic situation in Minnesota, is a predictor of future 
cuts to our public school budgets. 

 District 622 serves a large population of students qualifying for free/reduced priced 
lunch, many of whom are new to the country. Our population includes marginalized 
learners most impacted by the COVID pandemic. 

 District 622 has nine private schools within our boundaries. This is more than many 
districts in Minnesota, and complicates any request to subsidize private school busing 
more than we already have been. 

We have received a couple of additional questions as well.  

 We have been asked if District 622 is paying drivers even while they are not 
driving?  The answer is no. Our bus drivers are only paid for hours worked. We do not 
pay bus drivers when they are not working.  

 A question has been raised about our district fund balance. A large portion of our fund 
balance includes restricted funds which, by law, are reserved for a specific use. Our 
percent of unrestricted fund balance falls below the average of all other metro districts 
our size. If our fund balance were reduced, our credit could be negatively impacted, 
making it more expensive to conduct the work of the district.  

We hope that this message helps address the transportation questions. Our team will continue 
to communicate with your school administrators. Our goal is to provide support with these 
challenges, to the extent that we can. As we work our way through the complexities of the 
current pandemic, we wish you all the best with the start to the school year.  

Sincerely, 

               

Superintendent Christine Tucci Osorio and School Board Chair Michelle Yener 


